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SUBJECT: CIVAIR: AIR SIAM SERVICE VIA JAPAN 

REP: A. BANGKOK 18432 

B. STATE 261988 

C. BANGKOK 18861 

D. STATE 263103 

1. DR. SRISOOK OF MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS TOLD EMBASSY 
DECEMBER 3 THAT RTG HAS REQUESTED URGENT CONSULTATIONS WITH 
JAPAN TO RESOLVE CIVAIR PROBLEMS. HE ANTICIPATES TALKS WILL 

BE CONVENED, PROBABLY IN TOKYO, BEFORE END OF WEEK. DR. 

SIRILAK CHANTHARANGSU, UNDERSECRETARY OF MINISTRY OF COM- 
MUNICATIONS, WILL CHAIR RTG DELEGATION. 

2. RTG ACTION CAME IN RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM AIR SIAM BOARD 
MEMBER BUNTHAM THONGKHAIMUK (WHO IS ALSO RTG DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF BUREAU OF THE BUDGET) TO MINISTER OP COMMUNICATIONS 

DR. CHAOVANA NA SYLVANTA ASKING IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE OF GOVERN- 
MENT IN CLEARING WAY FOR DC-10 SERVICE LOS ANGELES-BANGKOK. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 18945 031102Z 

3. IN REGARD PREVIOUS RTG-GOJ CIVAIR TALKS (REF B), 
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GROUP LED DR. CHITTI WACHARASINDHU, DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL, 
DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION, HELD TALKS WITH lAPANESE 
CAB IN TOKYO EARLY IN NOVEMBER, AND APPARENTLY ARRIVED AT 
TEMPORARY TOKYO-EUKUOKA FORMULA FOR AIR SIAM AND EXTRA 
SLOT AT TOKYO FOR THAI INTERNATIONAL ENROUTE SEOUL, PENDING 
DEFINITE ARRANGEMENTS TO BE AGREED IN FORMAL TALKS PRIOR 
TO MARCH 31, 1975 (REF A, PARA 2). HOWEVER, MINISTRY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS, FOR WHATEVER MOTIVES, CONSIDERED EOREGOING 
"SUGGESTIONS" BROUGHT BACK EROM TOKYO BY CHITTI GROUP TO BE 
"UNACCEPTABLE CONDITIONS" IMPOSED BY JAPANESE CAB AND THERE- 
FORE NOT CONSISTENT WITH TERMS OF RTG-GOT AGREEMENT. 

4. AIR SIAM HAS RE-SCHEDULED INAUGURAL FLIGHT TO DEPART 
LOS ANGELES AT 0800 SATURDAY DECEMBER 7 AND TO DEPART 
BANGKOK AT 0800 MONDAY DECEMBER 9. MONDAY ELIGHT WILL CARRY 
GROUP OF THAI VIPS AND REPLICA OE BANGKOK'S FAMED EMERALD 
BUDDHA WHICH THAI STUDENTS IN LOS ANGELES PLAN TO ENSHRINE 
IN TEMPLE THERE. THAI AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON IS PLANNING 
TO WELCOME DECEMBER 9 FLIGHT ON ARRIVAL AT LOS ANGELES AND 
TO ESCORT BUDDHA IMAGE TO WAT. 

5. COMMENT: FACT THAT AIR SIAM COULD SO RAPIDLY FORCE 
HAND OE RELUCTANT MINISTRY OE COMMUNICATIONS OFEICIALS IN 
THIS MATTER IS EURTHER EVIDENCE THAT AIRLINE HAS CONSIDERABLE 
CLOUT IN INNER WORKINGS OF RTG, AND WE SUGGEST THAT US AIR- 
LINES BEAR THAT FACT IN MIND IN DECIDING WHETHER TO INTER- 
VENE IN PROCEEDINGS ON AIR SIAM'S 402 PERMIT. HANDLING 

OF PROBLEM TO DATE BY THAIS AND GO! HAS, OF COURSE, TAKEN 
HEAT OFF US AS REGARDS TIME REQUIRED TO AMEND 402 PERMIT, 

AND WE WOULD HOPE THAT, AS REQUESTED IN FOREIGN MINISTRY'S 
NOTE OF NOVEMBER 26, USG CAN NOW ACCOMMODATE RTG AND AIR 
SIAM IN THIS MATTER WITHOUT UNREASONABLE DELAY. PLEASE 
ADVISE ASAP STATUS OF 402 PROCEEDING AND, IF APPLICATION 
IS UNOPPOSED, BEST ESTIMATE AS TO WHETHER CAB WILL ACT BY 
DECEMBER 6. IF IT APPEARS DECEMBER 7 AND DECEMBER 9 FLIGHTS 
MIGHT HAVE TO BE CANCELLED EOR LACK OF FUKUOKA AUTHORITY IN 
PERMIT, WE SHOULD INEORM AIR SIAM ASAP. WE ASSUME ON BASIS 
PRIOR DISCUSSIONS (REF C) THAT GOJ WILL GRANT TEMPORARY 
FUKUOKA AUTHORITY IN RESPONSE RTG AGREEMENT TO CONSULT. 
MASTERS 
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